
"Great  8"  Tra i l  Chal lenge
The“Great  8”  patch has  
created a  fun incent ive  to  
get  out  on the t ra i ls !
Part ic ipants  earn a  patch 
when they submit  the form 
that  they walked  f rom each 
of  the e ight  t ra i lheads .  We 
have awarded 175 patches  s ince the star t
of  the program,  and 22 in  2025 so far !

Trai l  Stewards :
Our wonderful  volunteer  t ra i l  s tewards
walk  the t ra i ls  and g ive updates  on needed
maintenance or  i ssues  that  we then report
to  our  landowning partners .  

5k Camp Saratoga Runs:
The Saratoga Stryders  hosted thei r  t ra i l
ser ies  at  Camp Saratoga .  They held  f ive
races .  I t  i s  a  great  way to  int roduce the
publ ic  to  the t ra i ls  and fac i l i t ies  at  Camp
Saratoga .
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Our third Quarter attendance is almost 
2,000 higher than last year! 

We are excited to be on track to have served significantly
more community members in 2025 than in 2024.

Since our founding in 1996, an important part of  our
commitment to the community is presenting low-cost or free
public programming as much as is possible. Thanks to the
2025 Operating Grant from the Town of Wilton, we are able
to offer so many free programs to the community.

PROVIDING ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION WHILE
SUPPORTING CONSERVATION OF ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS AND NATURAL SETTINGS

E D U C A T I O N  I S  A T  T H E  H E A R T  O F
W I L T O N  W I L D L I F E

P r o g r a m s  P r e s e n t e d  T o  D a t e  i n  2 0 2 5

1 0 9  P u b l i c  P r o g r a m s  
S a r a t o g a  P L A N  P a r t n e r s h i p  W a l k s
N a t u r e  o n  t h e  M o v e  B i m o n t h l y  W a l k s
K a r n e r  B l u e  B u t t e r f l y  W a l k s
S u m m e r  P o n d  E x p l o r a t i o n
S u m m e r  N a t u r e  A r t s  H o u r s
A n n u a l  W i l d l i f e  F e s t i v a l
R e t u r n i n g  N a t i v e  V o i c e s  
  t o  t h e  S a r a t o g a  S a n d  P l a i n s
B o t a n c i a l  D r a w i n g

1 5 2  S c h o o l  a n d  O t h e r  G r o u p  P r o g r a m s  
G i r l  a n d  B o y  S c o u t  T r o o p s
A c a d e m y  f o r  L i f e l o n g  L e a r n i n g
T o L i f e !
I n - s c h o o l  a n d  F i e l d  T r i p  P r o g r a m s
A f t e r s c h o o l  P r o g r a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  B O C E S
S e n i o r  C e n t e r s

7 0  C a m p  P r o g r a m s  P r e s e n t e d  T h i s
S u m m e r
2 4  a t  G a v i n  P a r k

S i x  I n t e r n s
S u m m e r  a n d  f a l l  i n t e r n s  f r o m  S k i d m o r e
C o l l e g e  S U N Y  E S F ,  C l a r k s o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,
a n d  S U N Y  C o r t l a n d .  
 



In June, our staff and volunteers joined with NYS DEC and NYS OPRHP staff and interns to help pick the
seeds that will be used to create and improve the meadow habitat for the Karner blue butterfly. This
fall we picked and cleaned butterfly milkweek seeds.
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F ISCAL  RESPONSIB IL ITY

SUPPORTING OUR PARTNERS'  WORK IN  CONSERVATION 

Fundraising: 
Our Wild About Blue fundraiser took place on October 19 the Wishing Well. 
This year we honored the Saratoga Shredders Mountain Bike Group with the
Metamorphosis Award for all of the amazing, transformational work that
they have done getting kids outdoors on bikes. This year we raised close to
$45,000 that will help us to meet our operating expenses for the year.

PROVIDING ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION WHILE
SUPPORTING CONSERVATION OF ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS AND NATURAL SETTINGS

Program Income: 
We upped our budget projections for program for this year and it looks like
we will be meeting our goal as we continue to work with schools,
afterschool programs, and programs for other community groups.  

Grants: 
This year we have submitted a number of grants to agencies and
foundations. In 2025 we received funds  from: 

NYS ZBGA Program
Saratoga Arts 
Stewart's Holiday Fund
Saratoga Casino Foundation
Global Foundries Malta Foundation
South High Marathon Dance
Adirdondack Trust Community Founation 

We applied for other grants that we are still waiting to hear from including
Parks and Trails New York.

For up to date information on events, programs, and trail conditions, please visit our website at
www.wiltonpreserve.org

LARRY GORDON OUTDOOR
EDUCATION CENTER
PLANNING
Our work on the Larry Gordon Outdoor
Education Center continued during the
third quarter and we were rewarded with
a wonderful ribbon cutting ceremony for
the Welcome Cabin and Community Open
House in September.

Many thanks to Scott and Roy and to the
Highway Department for their work
getting it ready for the public and to the
Town Board for their unwavering support.


