WILTON WILDLIFE PRESERVE & PARK 3RD QUARTER REPORT 2025

SERVING THE TOWN OF WILTON AND
OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1996

SERVING THE PUBLIC WITH ENVIRONMENTAL

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS

EDUCATION IS AT THE HEART OF
WILTON WILDLIFE

Programs Presented To Date in 2025

109 Public Programs
Saratoga PLAN Partnership Walks
Nature on the Move Bimonthly Walks
Karner Blue Butterfly Walks
Summer Pond Exploration
Summer Nature Arts Hours
Annual Wildlife Festival
Returning Native Voices

to the Saratoga Sand Plains
Botancial Drawing

152 School and Other Group Programs
Girl and Boy Scout Troops

Academy for Lifelong Learning

TolLife!

In-school and Field Trip Programs
Afterschool Programs, including BOCES
Senior Centers

70 Camp Programs Presented This
Summer
24 at Gavin Park

Six Interns

Summer and fall interns from Skidmore
College SUNY ESF, Clarkson University,
and SUNY Cortland.

SERVING THE PUBLIC THROUGH
PROMOTING AND ENHANCING OUTDOOR
RECREATION

"Great 8" Trail Challenge
The“Great 8” patch has
created a fun incentive to
get out on the trails!
Participants earn a patch
when they submit the form
that they walked from each
of the eight trailheads. We
have awarded 175 patches since the start
of the program, and 22 in 2025 so far!

Trail Stewards:

Our wonderful volunteer trail stewards
walk the trails and give updates on needed
maintenance or issues that we then report
to our landowning partners.

5k Camp Saratoga Runs:

The Saratoga Stryders hosted their trail
series at Camp Saratoga. They held five
races. It is a great way to introduce the
public to the trails and facilities at Camp
Saratoga.
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3rd Quarter Attendance
4,707

Our third Quarter attendance is almost
2,000 higher than last year!
We are excited to be on track to have served significantly
more community members in 2025 than in 2024.

Since our founding in 1996, an important part of our
commitment to the community is presenting low-cost or free
public programming as much as is possible. Thanks to the
2025 Operating Grant from the Town of Wilton, we are able
to offer so many free programs to the community.

PROVIDING ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION WHILE
SUPPORTING CONSERVATION OF ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS AND NATURAL SETTINGS
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LARRY GORDON OUTDOOR
EDUCATION CENTER
PLANNING

Our work on the Larry Gordon Outdoor
Education Center continued during the
third quarter and we were rewarded with
a wonderful ribbon cutting ceremony for
the Welcome Cabin and Community Open
House in September.

Many thanks to Scott and Roy and to the
Highway Department for their work
getting it ready for the public and to the
Town Board for their unwavering support.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Fundraising:

Our Wild About Blue fundraiser took place on October 19 the Wishing Well.
This year we honored the Saratoga Shredders Mountain Bike Group with the
Metamorphosis Award for all of the amazing, transformational work that
they have done getting kids outdoors on bikes. This year we raised close to
$45,000 that will help us to meet our operating expenses for the year.

Program Income:

We upped our budget projections for program for this year and it looks like
we will be meeting our goal as we continue to work with schools,
afterschool programs, and programs for other community groups.

Grants:
This year we have submitted a number of grants to agencies and
foundations. In 2025 we received funds from:
® NYS ZBGA Program
Saratoga Arts
Stewart's Holiday Fund
Saratoga Casino Foundation
Global Foundries Malta Foundation
South High Marathon Dance
Adirdondack Trust Community Founation
We applied for other grants that we are still waiting to hear from including
Parks and Trails New York.

SUPPORTING OUR PARTNERS' WORK IN CONSERVATION

In June, our staff and volunteers joined with NYS DEC and NYS OPRHP staff and interns to help pick the ™ ,
seeds that will be used to create and improve the meadow habitat for the Karner blue butterfly. This W
fall we picked and cleaned butterfly milkweek seeds. PRESERVE \& PARK

For up to date information on events, programs, and trail conditions, please visit our website at
www.wiltonpreserve.org

PROVIDING ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION WHILE
SUPPORTING CONSERVATION OF ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS AND NATURAL SETTINGS



